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from Saturday May the 8th, co 
After Obfervator, | was at 
the Fack’s Coffee-Honfe 


in London, where thofe 


od People handed. about.a Book which they 
rol’d to the Skies. { watch’d an opportunity 
et a fight thereof; and having found out 
§ g 
Title, | went immediately to a Bookfellers 
i Boughe it for your Perufal. °Tis called, 
‘Unanimous, or Confentient Opinion of the Lear- 
i, namely, Diggs, Heath, Croke, Glanvil, Ld. 
gby, Eliot, Lords and Commons in Parliament, 
skins, Bates, Bridgeman, Stillingficet, Ear! of 
acendon, end others, in the Explication, or Ex- 
ition of that Celebrated AZaxim in the Laws of 
snd, Che Ming can vo no Wrong. 
ay, good Sir, will yeu be pleas’d to Preach us 
fermon on this Text. 1 proteft 1 don’t know 
meaning of it; nordo! know who thefe 
victors and. Excpofstors are, nor where they 
ve, Here’s the Book, pray look it over. 
0if. No, no, | have no occafion for the Book: 
ow the Meaning of what thofe Men fay 
thout Reading their Opinions. All thefe 
were either Officers or: Judges under 
own’d Heads, and were Paid well for their 
pinions, but: 1 .will Give you mine freely, and 
bye you to. judge which is the Honefter. | 
heard fay of acertain King of England, 
ho laid i¢ down for a Maxim, That as long as 
bad the Power of making Judges and Bifhops, 
motld bave what Religion and Law He plea- 
Jin England, But Lcamaffure you the Par- 
ment it felf has nota Power to make a Law 
kitructive of.the Liberty of the People, be- 
ule they are fent to Parliament to }D2eferve, 
dnot to Defirgp the Peoples Rights, and 
tefore. we ought to Refpeét our own Laws 
plothe Letter of them, and not the Explication 
Interefted Perfons, who will go very wide 
om the Text for their own Advantage. 
The Perfons:who publifh’d this Maxim as 
part of the Laws of England, would have 
ne Well to have told bs, in what Statute thefe 
This Book was Written and Poblifhed in 
+, bot was Calculated for the Meridian of 
Germains: ‘For 1 can’t tell how this Maxim 
me to be Revived as a Controverted Point in 
‘Reign, when no one in England (except the 
wites and Figh- Fliers) has the leaft Sufpicion 
he Majefties doing any Wrong to Her Peo- 
-+ and all Good Men are highly. conviac’d 
ye Eauity and Fuftice of Her Reign. 
King can do no Wrong., Take it ina 
al Sence, with refpect to the King as he isa - 
ii is down-right Blafphemy ; GOD alone 
: ncapable of dota W rong : HE being the 
cist of all Truth ‘and Original Jupice it felt, 
bist neonfiftent with His Nature to do the leaft 
re A, His Creatures, Humagum eft Errare: 
: € Property of Man, and Effential to his 
fe todo Ads of Injujtice and Wrong, and 
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more efpecially in thofe who have the Power of 
doing Right. A Perfon muft be Incapacitated 
from doing Wrong, either by his being Jufinite- 
ly Fuft, which isa prevention of his Wi , or by 
his being Unerring in bis Wifdom, which pre- 
vents Wrong thro’ Jgnorance, neither of which 
can be attributed to Haman Nature: So that in 
this fence Crowned Heads are Deify’d, and 
then confequéntly there is no occafion of Hu- 
mane Laws, where Mankind are under the Goe 
vernment of Jnfinite Wifdom and Juftice. 

The King can do noWrong. Take the Words 
in a Political Sence, and fee how far the Maxim 
will bear Water: And here we muft take the 
King, to be King of England, or elfe we cannot 
apply the Maxim to our Laws and Conftitution. 
The true Ground of this Maxim is no more 
thaa this; A King of England, as he is Vefted 
with the Legiflative Power, bas Minifters and 
Officers under bim, who AG by bis Authority, and 
be having given them Legal Commiffions, if they 
AG contrary to. Law, the King is not Refpon/ible 
for the Wrongs they do, but they themfelues are ac~ 
countable to Parliament, Thus far the Maxim 
holds Good. But fuppofe the King Grants an 
iiegal Commiffion, contrary to Law and the 
Oath at his Coronation, who then does the Wrong ? 
I Anfwer, Both the King and the Perfons who 
Execute the Commiflion.t muft confefs,in Point 
of Fuftice and Safety,icis more convenient for the 
People to make the Minifters the Priacipals in 
Male- Adminiftration, and to make them Anfwer 
for the Wrongs doné to the Publick. This was 
a Slip in Government in the late Reign, We 
had about Twenty Perfons in England, who had 
been the occafion of moft of the Asifchicfs in the 
two former Reigns, and ought to have made 
Satisfa@ion then: Their:Forfeited Eft ates would 
have gone a great way towards cafrying on the 
War. By the Negle& of which Juftice, had not 
Providence taken many of them off by Death, 
they might have done US a future Miichief: 
But fuppofe GOD, for the Sins of a People 


~fuffers them to be under a head-ftrong way-ward 


Prince, that will Encourage, Proted, and Defend 
his‘ Minifters in thejr Evil AGions, contrary to 
the Jntereft of the Realm, the Good of his Sub- 
jeGs, and the Honour and Dignity of his Office as 
King of England, and this done notwithitand- 
ing the frequent Complaints, the Addreffes, and 
Remonftrances of the People in Parliament ,where- 
of King obn, Richard Il. Edward \\, and others 
are Inftances. Does the King no Wrong in this? 

The Maxim is too general and uncircumferib’d 
to be true in all Senfes, as thefe People would 
have it. We have read, if we have not 4nown 


| a Prisce who has taken another Mans Wife to 


his Bed, and made her his Concubine, Did he 
the Wife no Wrong by Tempting her to the 
Breach of her Marriage Vow? Did he the Has- 
band no Wrong, by taking the Wife from her . 
Duty to her Husband? 1 have Read of a King 
° 
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of Portugal, who took Delight to ftand at his 
Window, and to Shoot the Old Women as they 
pafi’dé along the Streets: He did not Hurt the’ 
Old Women hereby, did He? No, by no Means. 
The Nero's Caliguia’s, the French Tyrant, Lewis 
XIV. the Elettor of Bavaria, &c, who have 
Engaged Europe in a Wat, and have Robb’d 
Princes of their Territories, and have Murder- 
ed their own Subjects, thefe have done Wrong 
to no Body, by no means, 

We are not to take the Opinions of thofe 
they call the Learned in the Low vpon Truft 
As the Beveans are {tiled Noble, becaufe they 
Searched the Scripture, fo, if we would be called 
good Patriots, we muft Examine into the Laws, 
Which are the Fences to the Englifh Libertics. 
We moft neither Believe our Judge, nor our 
Parfim by an implicite Faith, for the one favors 
a$ much of Slavery, as the other does of Popery : 
If you at any time adhere to the Opinion of a 
Perfonin matter of Law, let him be one as has no 
Dep-ndance on the Court, and as is in the En- 
giifh Intereft. 1 thall Single one ont of the 
Namber which thefe Men have mentioned, and 
fhow you a little farther than they have done, 
what that Great Mans Opinion is, Nurnely, my 
Lord Digby. In his Speech to the Parliament 
9. Nov. Anno 1640. He fays, * That the Kings 
* of England can do no Wrong ; but tho’ they 
* could, yet Princes have no part in the Li) of 
* thofe Adtions, which their Judges aflure them 
* to be Jujt; their Counfellours chat, they are 
* Prudent, and their Divines, that they ate Con- 
“< feientious. Now, Sir, 1 thall give you a little 


more of this Great Man, by way of Explanation : 


He proceeds, * This Confideration leadeth me 
* to that Which is more neceflary far at this Sea- 
* fon,than any farther laying open of our Mife- 
*‘ ries, thatis, The way toremedy them, by feek- 
* ing to remove from our Soveraign, fuch Unjuft 
* Judges, fach Pernicious Counfellours, and fuch 


*: Difcomtinent Divines, as have ot late Years by’ 


* their wicked PraGices, Provoked Alperfions 
“upon the Gracioufeft and Belt of Kings, And 
a licele lower he fays, © It can no more confift’ 
* with a Gracious and Righteous Prince to ex- 
* pofe bis Servants upon Ieregalar Praftices, 
* than with a Wife Princé to with-hold AZa- 
* lefattors, how great foever, from che Courfe 


* of orderly Fuftice: “Inthe fame Page ‘ Bo- 


* dies to be thoroughly and effe@ually Porged, 
* mult have their Hamours firft made Fiuid 
* and Moveable. The Homonrs that I under- 
* ftand to have canfed all the Defperate Mala- 
* dies of this Nation, are the Ill Minifters. To 


“ Purge them away clearlf, they maft be firft ” 
* Loofened, Unfettled, and Extensisted, which can* 


© no way be effeéted with a Gracious Mafter 


his Prot:ion. Aad when this is done by the 
Unanimous Confent of the whole People of 
Engiand in Parliament, and the fame Minifters 


ate Encoura ‘ed, Proteed, and Supported in their 


EvilPr Bices, who then does the Wrong? There” 


is no Manin ry, fe peek ready to allow this 
M_ xim tira my felffo long-as Kings deliver up 
Criminals toJulticc and "tis the Intereft of a Peo- 
p Cionavea warcifolEye over theMiniftry. The 
Great Man { jolt now quoted fays, * No State 
* can wifely b+ confident of any Poblick Mini- 
fers continuing good, longer than the Rod is 
over zhein. And this Rod is co Be held in the 
haidsof the Reprefentative Body of the Nation 


rw 
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fo have we our felves don | 
| a Gracious Mafter, | Maxim holds good, as thefe Men would havel 
© bur by truly Reprefenting them unworthy of | : 













in Parliament, of whieh the King is on ad 
three Eftates, | fhall give you a liccle more 
Lord Digby, and then have done with Qy,., 
ons : Says he in his Speech, Novern. rox 5, 
‘ Where is the Power of impofing T. 
Where is the Power of reffouing fgg. | 
capatities? Where ig he Legiflitive 4. 
rity ?-Macry, inthe King. Bat how). 
King Circled i, Fortified and Evirtung 
his Parliament: The King out of Pa:jj,. 
hath a Limited, a Circumferib’d Juriig)a;, 
But waited on by his Parliament, no Moo,, 
of the Eaft is fo Abfolute in difpelling g 
vances, 

There ts no One Sentence “in the Wis; 
either of Divines, or Statesmen, that has Deen} 
miferably Tormented and. Wrefted as hx 
Maxim, The King can do no Wrong, and thy 
Parties as Different one trom the ot her, a 
Fire and Water. ~ 4 

The High-Flyers build their Do@ring 
Pafive Obedience and Non-refzftance on ¢ 
Maxim: The Kiog betog incapable of gg 
any Wrong to his Subje@s, they cought to 
Loyal without Referve, and bear every ibys 
that comes froai Him without Refent ment, 
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lieving thac nothing proceeds.from Hin, Wiis: 
what is Good and Right, and this is the Rallies 
fon of Slavery, and a very worthy Reafony g0 


The Republicans, or Comimorweatths-men gam jx 
the Advantage of this Maxim, and wreit jt 53 
the fupport of thetr Canfe. Say ther, (My 
King can do no Wrong,. He can do xo Riga 
for Right and Wrong are lodgea in all Ag d 
except the Supreme Being; and “0 one van y 
in Authority.but bas done Wrong, as wel shinee 
David, Who was a Man after Gods own Hal ( 
is nut Jo much as Excepted out. of. that N y 
Wow tf a King can do neither. Right nor Wa 
His is a Ufelefs Office, and.a Commonwedh 
preferrable te Monarchy. ~ Thusdo both fort 


ftrength of tits Maxim. 

Country-m, I. thank you, Mr, Obfervator:! 
hitherto you have only told us the Opinion 
other People on this Maxim: Pray, Sir, 1 

is Your Opinion in this Cafe? — 

Of. 1 am fatisfy’d from the Natare oft 


5 

| 1 
thefe CitickeD People Argue from wy 
| 


| Englifh Conftiturion, That. a King of Engl 


can dino Wrong, | mean as He is King; for 
very Minute He does Wrong, He cealesto 
a King: He does, as Calvin fays, exucre Rega 


He puts off the Kmg, and puts.on the Tyra 


and ’tis the Tyrant does the Wrong, asd 


the King, ‘Our: Fore-Fathers [ am fore ia 
done much Wrong in ing of Kings, a 
‘them Wrong, if tf 
We need never fear the Wrongs of out 

if we did but Ponith Minifters as we ovgit® 
do. Sotte Parlizments have appointed ( 
mittees of Grievances for this very purp™ 
and the Engli/h Nation has found great Ad” 
tage by this Practice, and. ifis were Contin™ 
I know net but it might prevent Revolt 
for the ature; for nought bot an Evil Min’ 


‘can put a Nation into Convulfions, 


OTHE Firtt Vi Obfervater, from 4 pay 
de ys ee Title, Preface iad nds 


are 1703; W rr 
Vindicatic tbe Obi tor. Sold b; 7. eee 
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may be had any odd ones, to make Perfect Sets. 
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